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PPrr eessiiddeenntt ’’ ss  MM eessssaaggee  
RR..HH..  ““ SSwwaatt ttyy””   WWootthheerr ssppoooonn  

  
Welcome everyone to the first newsletter produced by the new Executive.  I regret that it has taken 
so long but we are finally up and running. It is our intention to highlight one of our vets in each 
newsletter, beginning with Maj. Danny McLeod in this issue, followed by LCol Harry Quarton in 
our next issue. We owe a great debt of gratitude to these two men and their wives, May Quarton and 
Sheila McLeod, for the tireless work they have done on behalf of the South Albertas.  It is only 
fitting we begin with them. 
 
At this time I must say how sorry we all were to learn of the death of Wally van Dijk. Her husband 
Piet is one of our Honorary members and has been there to assist us since the very first battlefield 
tour rolled into Bergen op Zoom. Wally was an incredible woman and she and Piet made a great 
team and as such she will be sorely missed. 
 
I should also draw your attention to the wonderful picture of the residents of Canadalaan in 
Bergen who very recently got together for a picture to honour Maj. Danny McLeod on his 90th 
birthday.  I have verified that the jeep does have the 45 tac sign on it. I also hope you will find the 
email we received from Kees de Waal very interesting. He was with the underground when the 
S.A.R.s liberated Bergen op Zoom, and his brother Aloys translated and forwarded his letter. 
 
Finally we are currently in the process of setting up an office in the Prince of Wales Armoury in 
conjunction with the SALH Foundation. We have not moved in yet and hence the temporary 
address provided below.   
 
The new executive group knows that the footsteps we must follow in are huge but we will endeavor 
to ensure that the storied past of the Regiment and the traditions of the Regimental Association are 
preserved and celebrated.  We know that the Quartons, McLeods and all other living veterans will 
continue to help and guide us as we take over the reins! 
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TThhee  SSoouutthh  AAllbbeerr ttaass  iinn  BBeerr ggeenn  oopp  ZZoooomm::     TThhee  LL aasstt   MM oonntthhss  ooff   tthhee  SSeeccoonndd  WWoorr lldd  
WWaarr   iinn  tthhee  SSoouutthh  WWeesstt   ooff   tthhee  NNeetthheerr llaannddss  

WWrr ii tt tteenn  bbyy  KK eeeess  ddee  WWaaaall   
 
Kees de Waal was a member of the Dutch underground and was 16 years old in 1944.  He helped 
guide the first South Albertas into Bergen op Zoom during the liberation.  His letter (excerpt below) 
was provided by his youngest brother Aloys – youngest of seventeen children – and is published 
with permission. 
 
. . . The Allied army conquered quickly a rather small part of Belgium and could liberate Antwerp 
on Monday the 5th September 1944.  As a result of the quick and big success of the Allies a lot of 
German soldiers in Belgium and Holland got in great panic and fled north on Tuesday the 6th 
September 1944.  This remarkable day has been recorded in the war history as “Dolle Dinsdag” 
(Mad Tuesday).  By the cowardly behaviour of the Germans at that time but also by the very 
optimistic Allied news reports and the wildest rumours a substantial part of the Dutch people was 
convinced that total liberation would be realised within some days.   
 
In spite of a free Antwerp this big port could not yet [be] used for the supply of weapons, 
ammunition, food and other required military materials.  The north bank of the Westerschelde 
River, being the supply line of Antwerp, as well as the rest of Zeeland, was still occupied by the 
Germans . . . .  In October 1944 there was a heavy tank battle in the woods between Huibergen (a 
little village) and Bergen op Zoom.  The Canadians were victorious and cleared so the free way to 
Zeeland and Bergen op Zoom.  A number of destroyed tanks were left in the woods for many 
months after the war. 
 
At the 27th of October a number of Canadian tanks arrived at the suburbs of Bergen op Zoom, 
namely at the start of the Huybergse Baan, a road called afterwards: Canadalaan!  I was on the spot 
and identified myself to a Dutch speaking man who belonged to the Canadians.  This man inquired 
about the situation in town and asked him to show the different ways to the town center.  So I was 
sitting on the first tank direction marketplace.  A second tank took another, shorter way and arrived 
being the first tank on the market.  Within one hour the whole place was black with people, mad 
with joy!  They struggled to be photographed upon the tanks!  Suddenly a shot rang out accidentally 
from one of the tanks, which made a lady was hit deadly. 
 
The Germans had withdrawn behind the Zoom, a little river, north of the town, which was fortified 
on the south side more or less by means of a lot of large right-angled concrete blocks to prevent 
penetration of Allied.  For the same target the Germans had dug a deep canal with very steep walls 
around a part of the town, called by the Germans: “Tank Fall”.  Both the reinforced river and the 
deep canal were installed in vain.  In practice tanks could pass without trouble by pushing away the 
heavy concrete blocks placed upon the roads to the centre of the town. 
 
Within a short time also the rest of the region of West-Brabant was liberated. 
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MM eeeett   tthhee  nneeww  EExxeeccuutt iivvee  
  

Swatty Wotherspoon, President: Swatty is the eldest son of BGen G.D. "Swatty" Wotherspoon, the war time Col. 
of the regiment. He and his wife became involved with SARVA at the invitation of Maj. Danny McLeod, 
who asked them to represent his late father and his mother, then too sick to travel, at the laying up of the 
colours of the regiment in the rotunda of the Alberta Legislature. Swatty reports, “My father did not talk 
very much about the war so it was a real eye opener for my wife and me to hear all about the SARs and 
what they had done. We knew how much pride he felt for the men of the SAR but that was about it. 
During the battlefield tour in 1997, hearing the stories from veterans and those who were liberated 

brought tears to my eyes. In fact my wife says I cried from one town to the next. It was an experience I will always 
treasure. My wife and I have been fortunate to go on every tour since then.”  Swatty retired in 2000 after 17 years at 
Dominion Securities as a Partner/Manager; 10 years with Datapulse as Vice-President of Customer Services and 15 
years working for his wife at the motor vehicle license office she owned.   
 
Joe Strathern, Jr, Vice-President: Joe Strathern Jr. is the eldest son of Trooper Joe Strathern Sr., who was 

reassigned from an artillery regiment and joined the SARs the week after D-Day.  Joe Sr. travelled as a 
gunner with the SARs until shortly before VE-Day when he broke his arm as his turret gun hit a telephone 
pole. He spent VE Day in a hospital in England, and during his stay he met his Scottish bride, Betty, 
whom he lovingly spent the next 65 years with. Joe Jr. and his 3 siblings (Brenda, Carol and Greg) and 
their families have enjoyed many SAR reunions and often provided a very large presence during the 
formal dinners. Joe Jr. and his sister Carol also joined the SARs for a battlefield tour in 2005 where he 

came to appreciate both the friendship he formed with the veterans and their families, as well as the sincere gratitude 
shown by the people of western Europe to the incredible sacrifice made by the South Alberta veterans.  Joe, his wife Pat 
and his children Joe III and Rachael live in Calgary. 
 

Lisa Robson, Secretary: Lisa's involvement with the SAR Veterans Association began in 2005 when she 
accompanied her friend Trisha Buchan on the 2005 60th Anniversary Battlefields Tour.  Although she 
didn't know anyone other than Trisha, it took only a few short days for her to realize how special the SAR 
veterans were and to build an unending affection for them.  Since then she has been to every SAR reunion 
and on almost every European tour and is still in awe of the Veterans and their families.  She is dedicated 
to preserving the storied history of the South Alberta Regiment and is excited to be a part of the new 
SARVA executive. 

 

Trisha Buchan, Treasurer: Trisha is the youngest of 7 children of Trooper Ernie Buchan, who was in the Recce 
Troop and drove one of the Stuart Tanks.  Ernie was with the SAR from the time they landed in France 
until the end of the war in Europe, at which time he was scheduled to go to Burma which fortunately never 
came to pass.  Shortly before his death in 1995, Ernie started talking about the war, and this led Trisha to 
search out the SARs.  She attended her first reunion in 2004.  Her first battlefield tour, in 2005, was quite 
emotional, but gave her a greater appreciation for our veterans as well as what the people of Europe went 
through.  Trisha went on a second tour in 2010.  She looks forward to the annual reunions to reconnect 

with veterans, their children, and other SARVA members that she has come to know over the years.   
 

Wayne Cameron, Director – Strategic Planning: Wayne Cameron is the son of the late Douglas George 
Cameron. Doug was a trooper with the South Alberta Regiment and served overseas during the Second 
World War. He joined the regiment at a very young age as it was making its way through Ontario to 
deployment overseas. Wayne Cameron is the president of Cameron & Associates Management Consulting 
Inc. in Barrie, Ontario. Wayne became involved with his father in the mid-1990 and is committed to 
growing the awareness of this fine association and preserving it memory and heritage for the next 
generations to enjoy. 

 

Dr David Hyttenrauch, Director - Newsletter: David is the eldest grandson of Trooper Laurids (Larry) 
Hyttenrauch who joined the SARs in May of 1944 and served with the regiment’s echelon troop.  
Returning to Windsor, Ontario, he and his wife Daisy raised five children; they had twelve grandchildren.  
David is an Associate Professor of English at Mount Royal University, and President of a provincial 
faculty federation.  During a visit Larry made to Calgary late in his life, he began to talk about his 
wartime experiences, sparking David’s involvement with SARVA and his commitment to preserving the 
memory of the SARs’ service and sacrifice. 
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BBii rr tthhddaayy  GGrr eeeett iinnggss  ttoo  MM aajj ..  DDaannnnyy  MM ccLL eeoodd  
 
On November 6 2011, Dutch newspaper BN DeStem reported from Bergen op Zoom that “The residents of 
Canada Lane have congratulated their liberator, retired Major Danny McLeod, on his 90th birthday.  They 
sent him a photograph showing the street’s inhabitants, along with their congratulations.  Later in the day 
Danny declared himself “overwhelmed” to receive such special attention.”  The photograph below was 
provided by resident and Councillor Paul Versijp, who also made the jeep in the foreground for his son – 
complete with SAR tac signs. 
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

AA  TTrr iibbuuttee  ttoo  aa  SS..AA..RR..::   MM aajj oorr   WW..JJ..  ((DDaannnnyy))  MM ccLL eeoodd  
  
In each issue, the S.A.R. Bugle will profile the contributions and legacy of a veteran of the Regiment.  This 
month’s profile focuses on Maj Danny McLeod.  Next issue: LCol Harry Quarton.  We welcome suggestions 
and submissions future profiles. 
  
Major W.J. "Danny" McLeod was born in Medicine Hat in 1921, where he grew up a keen sportsman, 
valuing hard work, perseverance, teamwork and Esprit de Corps.  When WW2 began in 1939, he enlisted in 
the South Albertas and saw rapid promotion.  In 1942, as an Officer Cadet, he became the first Canadian 
posted to Sandhurst, placing first in his class.  He then commanded the Canadian Army Tank Training 
Squadron, training recruits and units of the new Armoured Corps. 
 
Rejoining the South Alberta Regiment, he participated in every major campaign from Normandy, through 
Belgium, Holland and Germany. He was awarded the Military Cross [MC] for bravery in action.  After VE 
Day, he was posted to British Columbia to organize Canadian Armoured forces designated for the Pacific 
front. 
 
After the war Captain McLeod was first posted to the Lord Strathcona’s Horse [RC], and was then promoted 
to Major and moved to the Tactics Squadron of the Royal Canadian Armoured Corps. There he conducted 
the Senior Officers’ Course and commanded the Officer Candidate Squadron, which selected officers for 
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duty in Korea.  Posted to Europe with Canada’s NATO forces, he was heavily involved in organizing and 
promoting sport, including the hosting of numerous professional hockey teams during their European tours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left:  Wally van Dijk, Maj. Colin Michaud, Maj. Danny McLeod, Piet van Dijk, Sheila McLeod 
at Canadalaan in Bergen Op Zoom, The Netherlands – May 2011 

 
Once back in Canada, he was posted to the Royal Military College where he established a highly respected 
Athletics program, and later directed the creation of the Canadian Interuniversity Athletic Union [CIAU].  He 
simultaneously coached RMC, OHL and Senior A hockey teams in Kingston, and was twice named OHL 
Coach of the Year.  When he retired from the military, the RMC designated him an honorary member of the 
1970 Graduating Class. 
  
In 1970 he became Supervisor of Officials with the National Hockey League, training referees and linesmen, 
including the officials who took part in the 1972 Summit Series between Canada and the Soviet Union.  He 
has been heavily involved in the South Alberta Regiment Veterans Association and the veterans’ community, 
and he has organized numerous tours of Canadian battlefields and war cemeteries. 
 
Maj McLeod later received an Honorary Doctorate in Military Sciences in 2004, and in 2007 received 
RMC’s prestigious Birchall Leadership Award.  In May 2011 Major McLeod Major was awarded the Austin-
Matthews Award, presented annually by the CIS (Canadian Interuniversity Sport, formerly the CIAU) to an 
individual who has made an outstanding contribution to interuniversity sport.  In December 2011, Danny was 
inducted into the Medicine Hat Sports Wall of Fame. 
 
 

TTeemmppoorr aarr yy  SSAARRVVAA  CCoonnttaacctt   II nnffoorr mmaatt iioonn  
 

Lisa Robson 
SARVA 

10810 - 138 Street NW 
Edmonton, AB  T5M 1N9 

 
Phone:  780-471-6035 
Cell:  780-901-6600 

sarvaexec@gmail.com 
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LL aasstt   PPoosstt   

 
We would like to honour the following members who left us this year:  

 
 

William Anhorn , SAR Veteran 
Arthur Baker , SAR Veteran 
J. Allan Bell, SAR Veteran  

John Gunderson, SAR Veteran 
Glen Frederick McKee, SAR Veteran 

Nick Ritco, SAR Veteran 
George Stepa, SAR Veteran 

Ed Thorn, SAR Veteran 
Earle A. Wood, SAR Veteran 

Ron Aboussafy, son of SAR Veteran Michael Aboussafy 
Joyce Ball, wife of SAR Alf Ball 

Mable Dean, widow of SAR Godfrey Dean  
Jim Doherty, son of SAR veteran Joe Doherty 

Georgina Ledwidge, wife of SAR Veteran Duncan Ledwidge 
Jean Mottershead, wife of member Col. A. Mottershead 
Wally van Dijk , wife of honourary member Piet van Dijk 

  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

 
 

�
�

** If you would like to receive an email version of the newsletter instead of a mailed copy please 
email us at sarvaexec@gmail.com 
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MM eemmbbeerr sshhiipp  
 

$20.00 per year 
(1 January to 31 December 2012) 

 
The SARVA Executive committee has approved a membership fee increase starting Jan. 1, 2012.  
The membership is increasing from $10 to $20 per year.  The committee felt the increase, the first 
in many years, is required to help offset the increased cost of mailings, of organizing reunions and 
battlefield tours, and of dedicating and maintaining battlefield plaques (previously paid by private 
donations). The membership fee is now in line with the South Alberta Light Horse Association’s 
annual fees.  We hope that while no one likes to see an increase in fees, that the additional cost will 
not have a negative impact on anyone. 
 
Please make cheques payable to The South Alberta Regiment Veterans Association and mail 
with this form to: 

 

Lisa Robson 
SARVA 

10810 - 138 Street NW 
Edmonton, AB  T5M 1N9 

 
NAME   
 

ADDRESS   
 

CITY   
 

PROV  POSTAL CODE   
 

TEL. NO.   
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS   
 

VETERAN  FAMILY MEMBER  FRIEND  
 

RELATED TO:   


